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new boat: Hanse 320

issue of CH. The instruments had not 
yet been calibrated, but I found the boat 
very light and easy to steer, and was 
assured that the steering system, a Jefa 
(Danish) rod-link, was still fingertip-
light in 30 knots. 

Speed-wise, the boat did keep 
moving and I know from the Hanse 
regatta last year that the Hanses  
are good performers around the  
cans, and the polar diagram  
supports this. 

In 20 knots of true wind at 40˚ it 
showed 6.5 knots of boat speed and 
8.5 knots of boat speed at 120˚ (see 
polar diagram on page 56). 

The 320 would make a handy 
little twilighter or club racer. It also 
has the added plus of being easily 
handled by one person.

Construction 
The boat has CE Certificate A (ocean). 
Larger Hanses have an epoxy option, 
but this is not available in the smaller 
boats, so construction is fairly standard 
GRP. The test boat had a cast-iron 
“T-speed” keel (a bulb) with a low centre 
of gravity. The deep draught is 1.75m 
and the optional shallow draught 1.43m.

Summary 
Hanse is one of the most competitive 
makes on the market, with 140 already 
sold in Australia, and the 320 should 
help extend their popularity in 
Australia to smaller boats. The test 
boat was still available at the special 
price of $215,000 at the time of writing. 
First in, best dressed!

ABOVE Emergency tiller attaches to the 
rudder post immediately aft of the helm.

SPECIFICATIONS
LOA		  9.63m
Hull length		  9.55m
LWL		  8.72m
Beam		  3.30m
Draught	 1.75m (standard)
	 1.43m (option)
Displacement		  4.7T
Ballast		  1.480kg
Engine	 Yanmar 22hp saildrive
Fresh water		  260L
Fuel tank		  110L
Holding tank		  50L
CE	 Certificate A (ocean)
Mast length above WL 	 14.77m 
Total sail area		  51.35sqm
Mainsail		  28.47sqm
Self-tacking jib		  22.87sqm

Design	 Judel/Vrolijk & Co
Distributor	 Windcraft, Australia Pty Ltd,
	 1714 Pittwater Road, 
	 Bayview, NSW 2104,
	 ph (02) 9979 1709,
	 www.windcraft.com.au,	
	 email mary@windcraft.com.au

ABOVE The angle of vanishing stability is 
very respectable; BELOW There is a choice 
of keels.

vang versus traveller
Owner Chris Harper posted the following 
comments on the Hanse Downunder forum. 

“The trim technique is to use the vang 
to keep the boom level the same as 
the traveller does and that controls the 
leech tension. 

“As the wind pressure increases use 
more vang. 

“The vang also drives the boom forwards 
and introduces mast bend, which reduces 
the depth of the main as it pivots the mast 
around the lowers. This also tightens the 
forestay and reduces jib luff sag.  

“This, in effect, automatically down-
trims the power in both sails, but still gives 
height from the mainsail by maintaining a 
tight leech. 

“To trim for gusts simply ease a small 
amount of mainsheet at the front of 
the gust and then trim up immediately, 
which is in practice faster than a traveller 
because you can easily control the speed 
on a winch. As the wind level decreases 
use less vang. 

“If you want to rapidly accelerate  
from almost a stop at a start 
simultaneously trim on the main sheet, 
jib sheet and vang. 

“The old trick if the boom rises when 
easing the sheet you do not have enough 
vang tension. If it does not rise, be careful 
of too much tension especially in light air. 

“The benefits are very quick trim change 
for gusts and better gust response.”


