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I
t’s three years since the 
Premier Group took over the 
Moody operation at Swanwick 
Marina on the Hamble River. 
The moorings fell neatly 

into their marina portfolio, but the 
famous Moody brand of luxury 
sailing yachts, once built by Marine 
Projects in Plymouth, did not. First, 
production was moved closer to 
home to Halmatic’s facility within 
the VT shipyard in Portsmouth, but 
a series of price hikes breeched 
the boundaries of economic sense. 
Moody was transformed into a 
brokerage sales department, and 
there the story might have ended.

But three years is a long time in 
the marine industry, not least with 
the fast-expanding Premier Group, 
which moved quickly to take over 
selling the American-built Island 
Packet range of blue water sailing 
cruisers from the defunct Opal 
Peters Marine, to line up with their 
existing Elan and more recently 
acquired Cranchi dealerships.

Suddenly, the Premier Yacht 
Sales division had become a major 
force within the British Marine 
Industry. All that was lacking was 
the Moody brand name. That 
was put right this month with the 
launch of the Moody 45DS, a 
radically shaped sailing cruiser 
built by Hanseyachts AG in an 
ultra-modern factory on the Baltic, 
close to the Polish border. This is 
very much a partnership launch 
between Premier and the German 
builder, which also produces the 
Fjord powerboat range, and will 
undoubtedly lead to more Moody 
offerings in the future.

The Moody genre is maintained, 
with lines designed by Bill Dixon 
who has been shaping the 
Swanwick-based range since the 
1980s. In more recent times, Bill 
has made a name for himself 
designing large superyachts, and 
many of the lessons learned in 
that arena have been scaled down 
into this purposeful 45-footer. Her 

angular lines, plumb bow and large 
deckhouse produce a shape that 
potential owners will either love or 
loathe. Their womenfolk however, 
will undoubtedly see her as a super 
safe vessel, with her stable hull, 
deep protective bulwarks, large 
covered cockpit and easy access as 
important plus points. 

The deciding issue however will 
almost certainly be her interior. 
Styled by Mark Tucker and his 
seven-strong team at Design 
Unlimited, based just along the 
road at Fareham, the interior is very 
much home-from-home with lavish 
furnishings and every labour-saving 
device incorporated. Tucker and his 
team have built up a reputation for 

producing 7-star styling treatments 
for large powerboats such as 
Sunseeker and have certainly 
injected a refreshing, innovative 
approach to this sailboat interior.

To all intents and purposes, 
the Moody 45DS is a scaled 
down superyacht designed for 
a discerning group who aspire 
one day to own a boat twice this 
size. What other yacht in this size 
range can boast a stern garage big 
enough for a dinghy and windsurfer, 
a full-width deck saloon with glass 
sliding door giving access to a 
covered cockpit; an engine room 
that even I, at 6ft 3in, would have 
no trouble working in, and deep 
cockpit lockers big enough to stow 
bicycles in?

The design team are keen to 
emphasise that this 45DS is not 
a motorsailer; that her lines and 
high aspect three-spreader rig are 
designed to provide a sparkling 
performance under sail, but I have 
a strong sense that many owners 

will see this simply as a bonus. She 
is extremely stable, has a powerful 
110hp engine option and plenty of 
protection. This is a yacht to enjoy 
pottering about, weekend cruising 
and passage making to France and 
the Channel Islands, rather than 
cruiser/racing around the cans 
at weekends. Her motor sailing 
credentials are a defi nite asset.

“The motor sailing aspect is 
simply a perception, but this is 
no low-rigged powerboat,” says 
designer Bill Dixon. “She does in 

fact have very sleek lines and is 
very responsive under sail. Sailors 
will appreciate her performance. 
Michael Smidt from Hanseyachts 
commissioned the design. He saw 
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